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Personal statement
Motivated Doctor of Philosophy in Environmental Studies from the University of Oxford with 4+ years of experience researching sustainable urban development and climate change policy. Published multiple peer-reviewed papers and presented at international conferences on urban resilience, green infrastructure, and policy frameworks. Proven ability to translate complex research into actionable policy insights, driving solutions for climate change mitigation. Seeking to apply expertise in environmental consultancy or climate policy analysis to help global organisations implement sustainable, data-driven strategies.
Education
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Environmental Studies
University of Oxford
October 2020–September 2024

Thesis: “Urban Resilience and Climate Change: Policy Approaches for Sustainable Cities”
Supervised by Dr. Robert Green, Department of Environmental Sciences
Relevant modules: Advanced Climate Policy, Urban Sustainability, Environmental Data Analysis, Environmental Ethics
Key Achievements: Awarded the Oxford Environmental Research Fellowship, Winner of the 2023 Climate Change Research Conference Best Paper Award.

Master of Science (MSc) in Environmental Management
University of Edinburgh
September 2018–July 2020

Dissertation: “The Role of Green Spaces in Urban Heat Island Mitigation”
Key Achievements: Graduated with Distinction; Received the Edinburgh Environmental Leadership Award for outstanding contributions to sustainability initiatives.

Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Geography
University of Bristol
September 2015–June 2018

Graduated with First-Class Honours
Relevant modules: Climate Science, Environmental Geography, Sustainable Development
Key Achievements: Dean’s List for Academic Excellence (2016–2018).

Research interests

Urban resilience and sustainability in the face of climate change
Policy frameworks for sustainable urban development
Green infrastructure and ecosystem services in cities
Climate change mitigation strategies in developing economies
Public policy and governance in environmental protection

Professional experience
Research Assistant
University of Oxford, Department of Environmental Sciences
October 2021–Present

Assisted in researching sustainable urban development and the role of green infrastructure in mitigating climate change.
Collected and analysed data from urban case studies, focusing on the impact of green spaces in reducing the urban heat island effect.
Co-authored research papers for peer-reviewed journals and presented findings at academic conferences.
Organised and led workshops for undergraduate students on climate data analysis and research methodologies.

Intern (Environmental Policy)
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
June 2019–August 2019

Contributed to the development of national strategies for reducing urban carbon emissions.
Conducted policy analysis and wrote reports assessing the effectiveness of local climate adaptation strategies.
Collaborated with policy advisors to design sustainable development frameworks for local governments.
Developed a set of policy recommendations for incorporating green spaces into urban planning initiatives.

Sustainability Consultant (Freelance)
January 2018–December 2019

Advised small and medium-sized enterprises on sustainability practices, including energy efficiency, waste management, and carbon footprint reduction.
Conducted environmental audits and drafted reports detailing areas for improvement in environmental impact.
Developed sustainability strategies for businesses seeking to reduce their carbon emissions and comply with environmental regulations.

Publications

Smith, J. E., & Green, R. (2024). Urban Resilience in the Face of Climate Change: Policy Approaches for the 21st Century. Journal of Environmental Policy, 34(2), 121–135.
Smith, J. E. (2023). The Role of Green Spaces in Mitigating the Urban Heat Island Effect. Environmental Science & Technology, 58(8), 1452–1464.
Smith, J. E., & Miller, A. (2022). Sustainable Cities: The Integration of Green Infrastructure into Urban Planning. Urban Sustainability Review, 14(4), 212–230.

Conferences and presentations

Keynote Speaker, 2023 International Climate Change Conference, Oxford, UKPresentation: Urban Sustainability and the Role of Policy in Climate Change Mitigation
Presenter, 2022 International Urban Sustainability Symposium, London, UKPresentation: The Impact of Green Infrastructure on Urban Climate Adaptation Strategies
Panel Member, 2021 European Environmental Policy Forum, Berlin, GermanyTopic: Public Policy and the Challenges of Urban Climate Adaptation

Technical skills

Proficient in R, Python (data analysis and visualisation)
GIS (Geographical Information Systems) for urban planning analysis
SPSS, Excel (statistical analysis)
ArcGIS (for spatial analysis of urban resilience strategies)
Microsoft Office Suite (Word, PowerPoint, Excel)

Soft skills

Strong written and verbal communication
Collaborative team player
Analytical thinking and problem-solving
Project management and leadership

Languages

English—Native
French—Intermediate
Spanish—Basic

Awards and scholarships

Oxford Environmental Research Fellowship, 2021–2023
Best Paper Award, Climate Change Research Conference, 2023
Edinburgh Environmental Leadership Award, 2020
Oxford University Graduate Scholarship, 2019–2020
Dean’s List, University of Bristol, 2016–2018

Extracurricular activities
Volunteer Climate Advocate
Greenpeace UK
October 2017–Present

Organised local climate action campaigns, raising awareness about urban sustainability and advocating for policy changes at the city level.
Coordinated educational events for schools and universities on the environmental impact of urbanisation.

President
University of Oxford Environmental Society
October 2021–June 2023

Led a team of 20 students in organizing events and campaigns related to climate change and sustainability.
Established partnerships with local environmental organisations and hosted workshops on climate policy and sustainable urban planning.
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